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A student's class rank shall not be reported, except for the top ten 
percent of a given class.  Class rank shall not appear on any stu-
dent's academic achievement record (transcript).  [See LOCAL 
GRADUATION HONORS, below] 

The District shall include in the calculation of class rank only 
grades earned in the first four completed classes required for state 
graduation credit in the following subjects:  English, mathematics, 
science, social studies, and Economics with Emphasis on the Free 
Enterprise System and its Benefits. 

The District shall include in the calculation of class rank only 
grades earned in the four core areas, as indicated below: 

 The four highest weighted credits in English Language Arts, 
taken from: 

 English I; 

 English II; 

 English III; and 

 English IV, or other foundation advanced course meeting 
the English credit requirement. 

 The three highest weighted credits in mathematics, taken 
from: 

 Algebra I; 

 Geometry; and 

 Algebra II, or other foundation advanced course meeting 
the math credit requirement. 

 The three highest weighted credits in science, taken from: 

 Biology; 

 Chemistry, or other foundation advanced course meeting 
the second science credit requirement; and 

 Physics, or other foundation advanced course meeting 
the third science credit requirement. 

 The three highest weighted credits in social studies, taken 
from: 

 U.S. History; 

 World geography, World History, or World Histo-
ry/Geography combined course; and 

 Government and Economics. 
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The following shall not be included in the calculation for class 
rank for any graduating class: 

 Grades earned in electives; 

 Credit by examination, with or without prior instruction; 

 Traditional correspondence courses; 

 Grades earned in summer school courses not taken on a Dis-
trict campus; 

 Dual credit courses not taken on a District campus; and 

 Web-based courses that are not designed and offered by the 
District. 

Courses shall be designated as dual credit, Advanced Placement 
(AP), honors, GT, regular, and modified.  The courses in each cat-
egory shall be listed annually in the student handbook and/or the 
course description guide. 

The District shall assign weights to semester grades and shall cal-
culate a weighted numerical grade average in accordance with the 
following scale: 

Category Weight 

Dual credit/AP plus 20 

Honors/GT plus 10 

Regular/Modified plus zero 

The District shall record unweighted numerical grades on student 
transcripts. 

A student who completes the high school program requirements in 
fewer than four years shall be ranked in the class with which he or 
she actually graduates, using the same method of calculation as all 
other students in the graduating class regardless of the school year 
in which the student entered grade 9 or the graduation program 
under which the student completes requirements for graduation.  
For ranking purposes, a school year begins on the first day of 
school and ends the last day of summer school. 

Early graduates shall be eligible for all honors recognitions and po-
sitions. 

When a student transfers grades for properly documented courses, 
the District shall assign weight to those grades based on the cate-
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gories and grade weight system used by the District if the same 
courses are offered to the same class of students in the District. 

If letter grades are given and the numerical equivalent is not pro-
vided, a transfer student’s grades shall be recorded using the fol-
lowing conversion scale: 

Conversion Scale 

C scale D scale 

A+  =  98 A+  =  98 

A   =  95 A   =  95 

A -   =  93 A -   =  93 

B+   =  88 B+   =  88 

B     =  85 B     =  85 

B-    =  83 B-    =  83 

C+  =  78 C+  =  79 

C     =  75 C     =  77 

C-   =  73 C-   =  75 

F = 69 if one semester; 
65 if two semesters 

D+ = 74 

 D = 72 

 D- = 70 

 F = 69 if one semester; 
65 if two semesters 

 

For the purpose of determining honors to be conferred during 
graduation activities, the District shall calculate class rank using 
grades available at the time of calculation for the first progress re-
port of the fourth grading period of the senior year.  Class rank 
shall be calculated to the sixth decimal place. 

For the purpose of applications to institutions of higher education, 
the District shall also calculate class ranking as required by state 
law.  The District’s eligibility criteria for local graduation honors 

shall apply only for local recognitions and shall not restrict class 
ranking for the purpose of automatic admission under state law.  
[See EIC(LEGAL)] 
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The District shall provide students ranked in the top ten percent a 
certification of class rank containing the student's numerical rank in 
the class.  When the District provides a top ten percent student's 
academic achievement record (transcript) to a college or university, 
it shall also provide a copy of the certification of class rank. 

A student shall be notified of his or her preliminary top ten percent 
ranking in the fall of his or her senior year. 

The valedictorian and salutatorian shall be the eligible students 
with the highest and second highest ranking, respectively.  To be 
eligible for such recognition, a student must: 

1. Have been continuously enrolled in the District high school 
from the first day of the second grading period of the fourth 
semester immediately preceding graduation; and 

2. Have completed the Recommended Program, the Ad-
vanced/Distinguished Achievement Program, or the founda-
tion program with the distinguished level of achievement. 

In case of a tie in weighted numerical grade averages, the District 
shall recognize covaledictorians, and no salutatorian shall be rec-
ognized. 

If covaledictorians are declared, the numerical grade average of 
core dual credit courses shall be used to determine who shall re-
ceive scholarships and awards designated for the highest ranking 
graduate. 

In order to qualify to give the valedictorian or salutatorian speech, a 
student shall not have engaged in any serious misconduct violation 
of the Student Code of Conduct during his or her final two semes-
ters that resulted in removal to a disciplinary alternative education 
program (DAEP), a three-day suspension, or expulsion. 

The honor graduate certificate provided by TEA shall be presented 
to the highest ranking graduate in the senior class as determined 
by the weighted numerical grade average.  Since eligibility criteria 
used to determine the valedictorian shall not apply for this purpose, 
the recipient of the honor graduate certificate may be different from 
the student named as valedictorian. 

For the purpose of determining honor graduates, the weighted 
grade average shall be calculated using the method set forth in this 
policy.  

All graduating students meeting any of the following criteria shall 
be recognized as honor graduates. 

The honor graduate designations are as follows: 
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1. Students who complete the Advanced/Distinguished 
Achievement Program or the foundation program with the dis-
tinguished level of achievement, earn a weighted grade aver-
age of 97 or higher, and successfully complete the senior pro-
ject and 75 community service hours shall be designated as 
summa cum laude graduates. 

2. Students who complete the Advanced/Distinguished 
Achievement Program, the Recommended High School pro-
gram, or the foundation program with the distinguished level 
of achievement, earn a weighted grade average of 94 to 
96.999999, and successfully complete the senior project and 
75 community service hours shall be designated as magna 
cum laude graduates. 

3. Students who complete the Advanced/Distinguished 
Achievement Program, the Recommended High School Pro-
gram, or the foundation program with the distinguished level 
of achievement, earn a weighted grade average of 90 to 
93.999999, and successfully complete the senior project and 
75 community service hours shall be designated as cum 
laude graduates. 


